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Discourse on the Practice and Conception of

Coexistence Citizens in Multicultural Society

Youngsoon Kim * Sooan Choi

Inha University, Korea

Abstract

This study examines the significance of "coexisting individuals" in a multicultural
society and how humans can become "citizens." This paper will address the rationale
behind human beings' need to become citizens, with the overarching framework of
"multicultural humanities." Multicultural humanities refer to a humanities-based
approach to studying a multicultural society, extending beyond the definition of
multiculturalism. Although humanities typically have a human-centered origin, in a
broader sense, it encompasses all disciplines spanning the humanities, natural sciences,
and social sciences. It covers all academic knowledge and practices relating to human
beings. Hence, the goal of humanities is to foster the coexistence of citizens in a
multicultural society. Notably, coexistence is not a new concept and has already been
present in our lives. Accordingly, this study emphasizes the discussion of coexistence
as a practice within a multicultural society from an academic perspective of
multicultural humanities.

Keywords: Multicultural Society, Multicultural Humanities, Coexistence citizens,
Intercultural practice

*  First Author, Professor, Dept. of Multicultural Education (kimysoon@inha.ac. kr)

*% Co—author, Doctoral student, Dept. of Multicultural Education



v

2

JOURNAL OF MULTICULTURE AND EDUCATION (Vol.8, No.1)

I . The identity of multicultural society and humanities

Despite various attempts to reconcile conflicts and integrate society into a
multicultural society, Koreans' cultural acceptance level remained low in 2021.
According to the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family's National Multiculturalism
Acceptance Score, the general public scored 52,27 points, which shows little change
from 51,17 points in 2012 (Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 2022). Korea's
multicultural policy remains a "national planning"(Seo, 2011: 231). The Korean
multicultural society demands immgrants to assimilate unilaterally(Ghim & Ryu,
2020; Jang, 2021). However, a multicultural society is only achieved through
unilateral assimilation, The coexistence of a multicultural society can be achieved
through the efforts of all members,

In this context, this study aims to establish multicultural humanities, The
academic term 'multicultural humanities' is a humanities approach to the
multicultural society and is a study of the concept of multiculturalism,
Multicultural humanities are the understanding of sociocultural phenomena in a
multicultural society and human ideas and behaviors that enjoy and create a
culture in a multicultural society(Whaley & Nol, 2012; Kim, Y., 2017). Originally,
humanities were disciplines related to the Heaven—Earth—Human(KHiA) (Kim, Y.,
2017). Think of astronomy as dealing with the heaven(’k), geography as dealing
with the earth, and humanities as dealing with humans between the heaven and
the earth(ih). For now, humanities are in a position to study the relationship
between humans themselves, human and human, human and nature that
encompasses the heaven(Braidotti, 2013). Astronomy, which studies the heaven
in a modern sense, is represented by natural science, The earth where humans
live on their feet is a social science that studies human relationships and
sociocultural phenomena achieved by these relationships, In addition, studies on
humans represented by literature, history, and philosophy are divided into
humanities and sciences,

So what exactly are humanities? Humanities have a starting point for learning
from the human side, so it is humanities in a narrow sense(Hulme, 2011).
However, in a broad sense, it is another name for the science that encompasses

humanities, natural sciences, and social sciences. In other words, it encompasses
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academic knowledge and practices about everything humans relate to. Then, why
should we cultivate academic knowledge and practice academic practice? As an
answer to this, Kim earlier proposed the concept of 'coexistence humanities', Kim,
Y.(2021) established the concept of coexistence between various humans, such as
the coexistence of heaven, earth, and humans, and explained that it is the
coexistence of the original spirit, flesh, and soul of humans,

First, it is necessary to look at how humans and animals have been related to
the coexistence of nature and humans and how the relationship has affected each
other. The book "The Intimate Bond: How Animals Shaped Human History'(Fagan,
2015) explains how the eight animals and humankind formed a relationship of
coexistence, For example, goats, pigs, and sheep are raised differently from
animals, such as goats captured by hunting, In this case, they are raised as
livestock at home like close relatives, Cows are also the first animals to carry loads
for humans and symbolize solid power and royal authority. This kind of cow can
be experienced through archaeological relics or museum exhibits, So cows are
livestock that lives quite close to us with animals such as goats, pigs, and sheep.
Animals that have coexisted with humans lived with humans on one roof or in
one house, Interestingly, when Our research team went to study ethnic minorities
in northern Vietnam for a field survey on cultural diversity, we experienced
humans and animals living together in their residence(Kim, Y., 2013). People lived
on the second floor of this minority family, and pigs, sheep, cows, and horses lived
below it,

Horses contributed to the birth of mighty empires such as the Mongolian
Empire, Mongolia, a country that dominated more than half of the world, was
possible because the Mongolians, who were nomads, used horses that were close
to humans as human feet., That is, horses became a means of human
long—distance movement. Then, how did human coexistence form?

Human coexistence is related to the concept of a sustainable society, A
sustainable society is linked to the concept of sustainable development, However,
the most important thing for this sustainable development to be possible is the
educational solution, The concept of 'sustainable development education,” which
emerged as an abbreviation for Education for Sustainable Development(ESD),

represents educational responsibility for a sustainable society(McKeown et al.,
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2002). ESD consists of an organic environmental, social, and economic
relationship, ESD was launched to jointly prepare for the impact of the
environment on the world in different countries, The economy has also developed
in the direction of developing resources only as necessary and preserving resources
for subsequent generations, However, in the late 2000s, the sociocultural aspect
of ESD began to be emphasized, Among them, what is related to a multicultural
society is what efforts we will make to realize a sustainable society in a society
where diversity is amplified.,

The hasty but possible answer is that for a sustainable society, restoring the
humanity of members of society is more important than anything else. To this
end, it emphasizes the aspect of a "life of coexistence" that lives together with
abstract goals, The core value of sustainable development is to develop only as
many resources as are currently available for future generations and to the extent
that they do not damage nature. The concept of "development" that meets the
needs of our generation living in the present at a minimum and preserves for the
future is called "sustainable development." Then, how can the concept of
sustainable development education be incorporated into the multicultural society
in which we live? Even in the multicultural society, we need to take only as much
greed as necessary, whether personal or social group greed. It establishes a slight
inequality that restraining our desires, social desires, and national desires is
ultimately an action for others and society(Kim, Y., 2021). How does individual
self—control contribute to social interests and the interests of future generations?
Also, what does it mean to live for the other person who lives with us at the time?

We are faced with the following questions, It eventually leads to the logic of
coexistence, In other words, it is the same as saying that people who live with
the energy of 100 do not need to have the energy from 200 to 1000, One million
is enough to save or share the rest of the energy, which is a necessary ethic for
coexistence, In this way, the concept of coexistence goes beyond the concept of
existence and is the conceptual dimension of practice (Levins, 1979). Therefore,
it would not be an exaggeration to say that this concept of sustainable
development education and coexistence results in the "restoration of humanity" of
individual humanity, Humanity means the relationship—oriented nature of humans

as 'social animals' inherently, Originally, humans have lived in groups due to
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unfavorable physical conditions compared to other animals and have grown
through various social interactions, Humanity has become an essential measure
of vigilance against animals as a basic personality necessary to live together
through consideration and sharing,

Therefore, this paper emphasizes the necessity of a shift towards intercultural
cognition as one direction for social integration in a multicultural society, An
attempt is made to conduct a humanistic study of coexistence inherent in
traditional Korean thought and to extract implications in the context of the

multicultural society in Korea,

. The coexistence of multicultural societies

This aspect of coexistence also appears in the case of human—to—natural
coexistence, Consider the "Kachi—Gam!" related to the most auspicious bird in
Korea, During the winter season, several persimmons left behind without picking
were hanging from the branches of persimmon trees, We can think about why we
left this magpie feeling. It is because Kachi (magpies) leave some persimmons,
so they do not starve to death in the cold winter, It is an excellent example of
our ancestors' coexistence with nature. Thus our ancestors were wise people, It
can be said that they learned and practiced the method of coexisting with nature
from nature, Since our ancestors achieved coexistence between nature and
humans, we can think that human and human coexistence may not have been so
difficult(Kim, Y., 2017).

Some people ask: 'Did classes exist in the old days like the Joseon period?' How
can we say that our ancestors had the wisdom of coexistence when there was such
a class? During the Joseon period, a class system was called the anti—commercial
system (Park, 2018). However, the existence of class system does not deny
coexistence, There was coexistence within the class, and coexistence existed even
between classes, The consideration and thinking of the lower class by the upper

class can also be seen as coexistence regarding the order of the times, In modern

1) When persimmons are harvested in late autumn, persimmons are left for birds, such as magpies,
to eat without picking them all,

The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies

5



v

6

JOURNAL OF MULTICULTURE AND EDUCATION (Vol.8, No.1)

terms, it is the same concept as "noblesse oblige." The dictionary meaning of
Noblesse Oblige in French is a high moral obligation required of a person of high
social status or honor, It emphasizes that social leadership should act responsibly.
Although classes existed strictly, examples of coexistence between classes are also
shown in the ethics of Mokmingwan?), which appeared in Dasan’'s Mokminsimse
03, In particular, we need to pay attention to the first part of Mokminsimseo,
especially from the first part of Buim to the fourth part of Aemin (Kim, S., 2020).
Dasan deals with the attitude of Mokmingwan or local leaders and mainly includes
the importance of appointing Mokmingwan, the lifestyle of integrity and sword,
and the spirit of service based on the people. The leader emphasized that the job
is more critical than other government posts as a close citizen, so he must appoint
the right person with virtue, trust, and prestige., The leader always insisted that
integrity and frugality should not be used as a principle of life to covet honor and
profit, never accept bribes, and that the leader should inform the people of the
spirit of service to the people,

It is an example of coexistence comparable to the "Kchi—Gam" performed by
ancestors, Only the method and object are different. The practice of sharing about
magpies, which can be only a trace, is a "magpie persimmon" custom, and it can
be seen as an example of coexistence between humans and nature, Therefore,
nature—friendly ideas are related to the coexistence of our ancestors. A more
ideological consideration of coexistence is related to Dangun myth%., The
remarkable coexistence of nature and humans is explained in the {Dangun Myth)
record that it is Dangun that bears became human "Woong—Nyeo®" and were born
in pairs with Hwan—Woong6), We do not think the discussion on whether Dangun's
story is a myth or natural history is a matter to be dealt with here. According

to records, Gojoseon, the country of Dangun, can be seen as the founder country

2) It means a government official who governs and nurtures the people of the Joseon Dynasty
and refers to civil servants of foreign positions, such as the head of a village.

3) Dasan Jeong Yak—Yong wrote this book, The author revealed that the title's meaning is because
he has only a mind to be a shepherd, but he is in a position where he cannot implement
it himself, Or, it can be interpreted as a book about the mind that a Mokmingwan should
have and the reason to govern the people.

4)I n the founding myth of Korea, it is said that Dangun founded a country called Gojoseon,

5) She is a woman in the Dangun myth and is said to be the mother of Dangun. She was a
bear, but she ate garlic and became a woman,

6) He married Woong—Nyeo, who became a human, and gave birth to Dangun.
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that founded Korea around 2333 B.C. In the founding myth, we can find the
ideas of "Hongik—Ingan(B.Z3A[)7" and "Gyeongcheon—Eain(#K# A\)8)." First,
"Hongik—Ingan" is a phrase that we are already familiar with, meaning to make
humans widely blessed. However, it is a phrase I have not often encountered about
Gyeongcheon—Eain, and the consolation is to respect the sky, that is, all things
in the universe, and love people. Here we can see the coexistence of nature and
humans, We all have loved ones like parents, friends, and lovers, We are all people
in the category of such loving relationships. An Eain is someone we care about,
To cherish is to love that person more than anyone else. In this section, the
coexistence between humans is naturally explained, Our ancestors wisely believe
they have always brought down the idea of Gyeongcheon—Eain,

Poet Yoon Dong—ju's "Seoshi(FFa¥)" also offers a glimpse of Gyeongcheon—Eain,
The poem begins with "The sky where autumn passes are filled with stars..." The
poet always tries to live without shame in heaven., That is, the idea of
Gyeongcheon is revealed in this poem, In addition, through the movie Dongju’,
we can see how poet Yoon Dong—ju always tried to live without shame in the sky.
In the movie Dongju, we are constantly thinking about what it is to live like a
person in connection with Korea's independence or anti—Japanese in the historical
reality of Japanese strength,

What is it like to see a human being trying to live without shame in heaven?
Trying to live without shame in the sky is seen as the coexistence of nature and
humans, It is natural to have a loving heart and to pursue peace with coexistence

between humans(Pooley et al., 2021).

I pray that I will not be ashamed of the sky until the day I die, Even in the
wind of the leafbirds, I was troubled. I'll love every dying thing with the heart
of singing the stars, And I1l have to walk down the path I'm given. The stars
sweep against the wind again tonight. Here, 'Sky,' 'Star," 'Leafbird," and 'Wind'
are all natural.

— Seoshi by Yoon, Dong—ju

7) In the sense of benefiting mankind widely, it is the ideology of Gojoseon, founded by Dangun.
It is the supreme ideology of Korean politics, education, and culture,

8) It is a word that originates from Korean traditional thought, meaning to respect the sky and
love people,

The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies
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Isn't the poet an expression of the suffering that occurred when humans lived
in nature but could not coexist with each other? Coexistence means that one's
people and other peoples live while facilitating social interaction. However, this
poem expresses the feelings of intellectuals about Japanese imperialism's actions
to invade us and assimilate our people at that time, This poem shows human
suffering that occurs when human coexistence is broken, and the emotion of

suffering is expressed through nature,

I. Contents of education in coexistence with the

national curriculum

Looking at the competency image in the Korean national education curriculum
regarding multicultural humanities, the closest concept of multicultural

"o

humanities coexistence among them is "people living together." "People Living
Together' is a competency image that first appeared in the 2015 revised
curriculum (ministry of education, 2015)). In Korean society, educational concepts
for acknowledging and preparing for entry into a multicultural society are included
in the educational content that constitutes the educational field and textbooks,
In particular, "people living together" is not easy to understand., A person who
lives together understands the other person and refers to a person who lives with
the other person, and this concept provides an incentive to understand
coexistence,

Then, how are we going to live? How should we live? Moreover, why have we
vet to try to find a way to coexist in order to live together so far? These questions
are related to the willingness to establish multicultural humanities, Multicultural
humanities suggest that we should provide an opportunity to gather wisdom on
how to link an individual's life as an individual with others in our situation(Donald,
2007; Kim, Y., 2021),

At the starting point of this coexistence, we should consider how to secure
global citizenship through cooperation with various batters, In other words, it is

linked to discussions on how members of society facing globalization will have
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global citizenship, Whether we want it or not, our society is already globalized
due to globalization, informatization, and transportation and communication
development, Anytime, anywhere, we can quickly encounter a multicultural social
environment where cultural diversity is mixed. Now, we are here in Korea, and
we have an environment enough to experience the world, It is time to think about
how to live with others with different ethnic backgrounds, that is, ethnic
diversity, away from a monolithic society(Kim, A., 2014; Kim, Y., 2021). It would
help if we also thought about how we can coexist in society with people with
different cultural, historical, and religious backgrounds and people who speak
different languages.

Recalling the goal of this article is to understand other and cultural diversity
and seek ways to coexist, It is the basic concept of multicultural humanities
mentioned above and constitutes the anthropology of coexistence in a multicultural
society. The ultimate purpose of multicultural humanities is to form a "coexistent
human being." To this end, we can start the concept of coexistence from the
coexistence of humans themselves, It is the coexistence that appears inside the
human individual and the internal coexistence of humans. It makes a basic
assumption that the body, spirit, and soul are not separated from each other, The
moment we are born from our mother's womb, we are born with the body; at this
time, the spirit and soul are in a state of unity. Spirit and spirit are in our bodies;
as we die, the body and spirit are separated. In addition to death, the body goes
to the ground, and the spirit and soul may go differently depending on religion,
However, what is important is that humans are the same body as spirit and body
in one individual, In other words, humans are the perfect coexistence of spirit,
flesh, and soul, Human is a coexistence thing in which the body and soul living
in this world can walk together when they have this body.

Human consists of body, soul, and spirit in an individual, that is, harmonious
beings. In terms of humanities of coexistence, it can be seen as T am an organism
of coexistence,' Imagine that spirit, flesh, and soul already coexist in our bodies,
Then, by believing in evolution or creationism, we can distinguish not only religion
but also thinking of coexistence. What is coexistence like considering evolution?
What is coexistence like considering creativity? It is necessary to have time to

think about this, Most importantly, we are organisms of coexistence that already
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have spirit and soul in our bodies, One of the human responsibilities is to practice

coexistence with others as an organism,

IV. Establishment of multicultural humanities and the

direction of practice

Multicultural humanities presuppose that coexistence is the goal of practice. So,
what competencies should citizens have for this? Citizens living in a multicultural
society through the practice of multicultural humanities should have three
competencies, It is to secure humanities reflection capabilities for self—cultural
understanding and mutual cultural empathy, social science exploration capabilities
for identifying and solving multicultural phenomena and problems in the
multicultural society, and educational practice capabilities for a sustainable
multicultural society. The necessity and direction of strengthening these three
competencies are as follows,

First, humanities reflection competency is a competency that must be cultivated
against the backdrop of heterogeneous cultures and lifestyles that newly flow into
or spread within society and ethnic differences, Humanities reflection competency
is a competency that contributes to solving complex and diverse problems in a
multicultural society as a thinking subject(Kim, Y., 2018). In order to solve various
problems in a multicultural society, a fundamental exploration of problematic
phenomena is first necessary. To this end, learning about other cultural
backgrounds and understanding one's culture as a subject of thought must be
premised. In other words, it is necessary to have the ability to reflect on
humanities that can recognize cultural diversity based on various knowledge of
other cultures.

The first step in strengthening humanities reflection competency starts with
getting to know ourselves, In other words, in order to improve self—cultural
understanding and mutual cultural empathy, first of all, it is necessary to have
the ability to understand and reflect on one's culture properly(Robbins &

Stamatopoulou, 2004). The ability to understand self—culture and empathize with
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each other also means the ability to explore one's interpretation system for a
specific culture, It is a cultural ability to exercise spirals and consider complex
relationships such as re—examining our views and thoughts about ourselves and
others, the relationship between affective and cognitive components that form our
attitude toward others, and how we express information,

In a multicultural society, various people live while influencing each other based
on different cultures and cultural identities unfamiliar to each other(Kim, Y.,
2017). As a result, various problems arise in the communication process that
cannot distinguish right from wrong, Therefore, appropriate intercommunication
skills are required to establish smooth human relationships with members from
various backgrounds and live harmoniously in a multicultural society, In addition,
the literacy ability to read and reinterpret their culture is required, and this ability
presupposes humanity's reflection ability.

Therefore, to improve the ability to reflect on humanities, educational
institutions should establish subjects in the contents(language, society, culture,
law and politics, economy) of multicultural education and secure language—
mediated communication and literary sensitivity(Kim, Y. et al., 2022). In addition,
sociological imagination, cultural anthropological diversity, legal human rights
sensitivity and political participation, and economic rationality that can be
provided in each social science field should be sought. The educational program
to improve such humanities reflection ability will ensure that one can reflect and
compare one's culture and other cultures in terms of nature,

Second, social science exploration is a necessary competency for various ways
of communication between members when the cultural heterogeneity of society
intensifies, The necessary communication method at this time is premised on the
need for research methodology education to explore a multicultural society and
the context accordingly, The amount of social science exploration is the ability
to conduct an in—depth exploration of various problems that may appear in a
multicultural society.

Research methodology education requires experts to be provided with education
to design research such as qualitative research, quantitative research, and
convergence research methodology, and programs such as social survey

methodology to learn various data collection methods, However, citizens should
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be provided with a perspective to analyze and insight into problems and factors
that hinder a sustainable multicultural society and social and cultural phenomena
emerging in a multicultural society(Kim, Y., 2021). The ability to critically explore
the meaning behind the phenomenon with 'social and cultural literacy.' It should
be designed as a liberal arts citizens' course. A literacy understanding course
should be opened so that social and cultural phenomena can be understood through
relatively famous cases,

By cultivating this amount of social science exploration, citizens can
comprehensively analyze the process of transforming Korean society into a
multicultural society due to transnational migration and find ways to live with
immigrants from various backgrounds,

Third, pedagogical practical competence is a future—oriented ability to create
a sustainable multicultural society by applying academic knowledge related to a
multicultural society, recognizing and actively participating in solving problems
that hinder the sustainability of a multicultural society. In other words, practical
competence to contribute to solving problems in a complex and diverse
multicultural society is required based on the knowledge and function of
multicultural education,

The highest priority in the area of values and attitudes of multicultural
education is the ability to mediate misunderstandings and conflicts arising from
cultural differences(Banks, 1993; Sleeter & Grant, 1987). This ability can be called
multicultural conflict management ability by experiencing and learning
relationships that discover diversity and acknowledge and respect differences from
all phenomena we experience daily, This ability should be acquired through the
learning process rather than through the ability assigned linearly, Furthermore,
it refers to the individual's ability to solve the conflict situation and problems in
a multicultural society in various cultural environments, In order to practice the
values and attitudes of multicultural education as citizens of a multicultural
society, multicultural education mentoring and educational donation participation
are required at the school and local levels and multicultural education support
systems are strengthened at the national or transnational level. Participation in
multicultural mentoring and educational donation provides a place for

multicultural education practice to improve understanding of multicultural society
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and to have a correct attitude as a multicultural citizen (Kymlicka, 2011). To this
end, it is necessary to strengthen the multicultural education support system to

prevent and manage various complex problems in a multicultural society.

V. Conclusion

All citizens must have humanities reflection capabilities, social science
exploration capabilities, and pedagogical practice capabilities based on
multicultural humanities(Kim, Y., 2021). Above all, it is necessary to cultivate
multicultural education experts for this purpose. Multicultural education experts
are talented people who can teach multicultural humanities to citizens.
Multicultural education experts will engage in activities in five spatial areas:
family level, school level, community social level, national level, and transnational
level,

The family dimension means individual and family space, and the school
dimension means public education as a secondary educational institution. The
community dimension means various educational spaces in society as a tertiary
educational institution or higher, In addition, the national level means research,
planning, advisory, development, and management related to multicultural
education policies, The transnational level provides a space for multicultural
convergence education beyond national boundaries,

As the multicultural society gradually deepened, the multicultural space
expanded, and the area where multicultural education experts were actively
expanded, In other words, the deepening of a multicultural society is also a
quantitative concept that means an increase in the proportion of the immigrant
population constituting the society, On the other hand, it is also a qualitative
concept that means creating an environment in which members of society can
adapt to a multicultural society and live smoothly by cultivating multicultural
capabilities, Therefore, a multicultural society that requires coexistence and
coexistence is possible when members form basic knowledge, attitudes, and values
that can understand each other in a diversified society. These knowledge,

attitudes, and values can be achieved through multicultural convergence education
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at the home, school, community, national, and transnational levels, Multicultural
education experts are the instructors to teach multicultural humanities to citizens
of a multicultural society. Above all, these experts must specialize in three
competencies(humanities reflection, social science inquiry, and pedagogical
practice) for multicultural humanities practice.

Education at home, the primary socialization institution, plays an essential role
in forming values as a desirable member of society, However, multicultural
families have relatively economic, linguistic, and cultural limitations in
socialization(Kim, Y., et al., 2020). In particular, poor environmental conditions,
such as the marriage migrant women, North Korean defectors, and migrant
workers, which are the main targets of multicultural education, can negatively
affect the socialization process, Therefore, systematic counseling is required for
members of these multicultural families, Multicultural education experts should
expand their activities to multicultural education, parent counseling, visiting
multicultural families, child care support, and parent education of multicultural
families,

Schools, a secondary socialization institution, are in charge of problems such
as poor academic performance of children from multicultural families,
maladjustment to school life, and discontinuation of middle—income children by
expanding their scope to public education, These problems cannot be solved only
by efforts at the individual or family level, For this reason, activities such as
multicultural education teachers and instructors by multicultural education
experts, multicultural education program directors, multicultural education,
bilingual education, and content development and production of Korean language
education are necessary. It should cover education for children from multicultural
families as well as education for students from non—multicultural families.

In addition, community—level consultations are needed to efficiently support and
manage multicultural education experts working for multicultural families, such
as children from multicultural families and migrant women in the home and school
areas, The community should view them as community members and support a
stable settlement of multicultural families, In addition, a systematic and
institutional stable multicultural education system should be provided so that

support for various multicultural events and multicultural families does not stop
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at practical one—time administrative support. Multicultural education
professionals can work in areas such as multicultural coordinators, multicultural
festival operations, and multicultural space planning(special multicultural zone),
and these activities can provide a foundation for the establishment of a more

expanded multicultural education network,
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to suggest that global citizenship education can be
an important alternative in a multicultural society. Human history is a series of
conflicts and wars, and these conflicts are the biggest enemies of human
happiness. However, education plays a key role in changing people's perceptions
of conflict or prejudices. This study compares citizenship education, multicultural
education, and global citizenship education

First, citizenship education traditionally emphasized citizenship in a country and
reduces conflict with others only within the territory. Second, multicultural
education has a weakness to distinguish the majority from the minority and to
unintentionally make prejudice and conflict based on the classification. Third,
global citizenship education moves just from international understanding education
and emphasizes universal values or virtues in the global society such as human
rights, peace, equality, and tolerance and contributes to solving global problems.

In this regard, this study discusses on the progress from citizenship education to
multicultural education and finally to global citizenship education.
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I . Introduction: Era of Conflict and War

The most common answer to the question of what is your goal in life is
happiness. The answer to the question of what happiness is does not come to mind
easily. In order for people to be happy, they would have to at least be free from
pain or lack, The greatest suffering or deprivation in people's lives is war, War
brings suffering to people and causes devastation that threatens their survival,

Human history can be said to be a series of disputes and conflicts, Currently,
wars are still going on in various places. Conflicts that cause war, if not even
war, are taking place in countless places.

As soon as the war in Afghanistan, which began with the US invasion of
Afghanistan in 2001, in the name of eliminating the terrorist group that causes
the sacrifice of innocent citizens, ended, the war in Ukraine, as if awaited, broke
out. Thousands of people's lives, including women and children, are being
trampled on by Russian President Vladimir Putin's absurd dream of building a huge
Russian empire, The Ukrainian war is not just affecting the parties, but suffering
people around the world as Russia weaponizes resources due to international
sanctions against Russia,

Ordinary wars occur between different countries, but the war in Ethiopia in
Africa is a collision between tribes within a country, In some African countries,
there has always been a potential for conflict because different tribes have
different interests depending on which tribe takes power in the central
government, When the ruling party postponed the scheduled elections, the
disgruntled Tigray tribes took action on their own, and a civil war broke out in
the process of forcibly suppressed by the ruling party. The government forces
besieged the Tigray area and attempted to genocide, and the Tigray tribe barely
survived with external aid.

The war in the Middle East, which began after the founding of Israel in 1948,
is still ongoing, Historically, there is an argument that it is a continuation of the
Crusades that began in the Middle Ages, but it can be largely referred to as a
religious conflict between Christianity and Islam, a conflict between sects within
Islam, and a war for territorial or oil resources, War is the greatest enemy that

threatens human happiness because once a war occurs, it includes another war,
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For a happy life, the cause of war must be eliminated.,

. Conflict, the Seed of War

Wars that harm people's happiness start with trivial conflicts, A number of
factors can contribute to conflict, including race, gender, region, language,
religion, culture and values, history, knowledge and information, Even minor
conflicts tend to lead to war when they grow larger., The war in Afghanistan
resulted from a conflict that occurred because of differences in race, religion, etc.
and the cause of the war in Ukraine was a conflict that occurred because of
differences in race, region, language, and history, etc. Conflicts over economic
resources and political power between different tribes led to the Ethiopian War,

People instinctively have feelings of rejection or repulsion of things that are
different from themselves, Differences in categories such as race, religion, gender
region, culture and values, and history create resistance and are prone to conflict,
The degree of rejection depends on the category that distinguishes the differences,

Even within a country that is composed of the same ethnicity and has a single
religion, rejection or conflict may arise because of living in different regions,
However, the objection caused by the regional factor is minor, and it is possible
to cooperate while competing through sporting events or cultural events, and if
there is a category that causes a greater objection, it may be trivially passed.

If the rejection caused by different religion is greater than the intimacy caused
by being citizens of the same country, civil war may occur. Conversely, if the
intimacy caused by the same religion is greater than the rejection caused by
different countries, conflicts between countries with the same religion can be
reduced,

The cause of all conflicts is that they differ in the various classification
categories, When people have different values from their nationality, ethnicity,
religion, and culture, they tend to reject them, People with different nationalities,
races, religions, cultures and values tend to reject and reject them, This rejection

or prejudice cannot be easily changed because it is almost instinctive,
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IT. Religion, Race, Culture, and the Gap between
the Rich and the Poor

Race, religion, and culture can be said to be the categories with high rejection
of people's differences. Coincidentally, if the people of a country are of the same
race and religion, and have the same culture and values, conflicts among members
will be greatly reduced. However, it can be said that such a happy country does
not exist on Earth except for small tribal or city—states,

The United States was created by the Europeans who migrated to the continent
where the natives were, and imported slaves to obtain labor, At the same time,
there was an influx of people from neighboring Mexico and South America,
According to a 2020 survey on the racial composition of the American people
(Census Bureau, 2020), 57.8% white, 18,7% Hispanic, 12.4% Black, and 6% Asian
account for a structure in which racial conflict can easily occur, If there is a
difference in race, there is a high possibility that the culture will be different,
so there is a high possibility of conflicts due to differences in culture or values,

According to a survey by Statistics Korea (2021) on the causes of conflict in
Korean society, the gap between the rich and the poor (42.7%), the pursuit of
profit (38.9%), the difference in values between individuals and groups (36.0%),
and the lack of understanding between individuals and groups (30.8%) showed the
order, Other factors were pointed out, such as concentration of power, inequality
of opportunity, and absence of a conflict mediation mechanism, Korea is a country
with weak religious passion and very high unity in race and culture., According
to Gallup Korea (2021)’s Religion Survey of Koreans, 16% of Buddhists, 17% of
Protestants, 6% of Catholics and no religion group account for 60%, Since the
majority of the people are not tied to a particular religion, the possibility of
religious conflict is not high, Meanwhile, the number of foreign residents staying
in Korea for more than 90 days, regardless of nationality, is 2.15 million, or 4%
of the total population, Therefore, there are very few racial conflicts in Korea,
The fact that the first factor in conflict in Korea is the gap between rich and poor
reflects the fact that there are few differences in race, religion, and culture,

It is not unique to Korea that the problem of the gap between the rich and the
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poor is a cause of conflict, but it is one of the most important factors in the
international community, The widening gap between the rich and the poor with
economic growth is a phenomenon experienced by most countries, and the same
phenomenon is occurring in the international community. Oxfam (2013), a British
international aid organization, reported in 2013 that the wealth owned by the 85
richest people is equal to that of half the world's poorest population. Recently,
the widening gap between rich and poor countries is an important cause of
international conflict. The gap between the rich and the poor can be partially
alleviated through institutional improvement, but it is not sufficient. Education
is changing people's perceptions of differences between rich and poor, race,

religion, and culture,

IV. Citizenship Education and Korea

Citizenship education help people develop the values and attitudes, knowledge
and understanding, and skills and processes necessary to become active and
responsible citizens of a nation. There are statuses, rights, and duties that all
members of a society should have in common, Specifically, citizenship education
is to teach people to participate in elections, pay taxes, fulfill their responsibilities
such as keeping the law and order, and to assert individual rights,

Citizen education also refers to education for social integration. Factors such
as compliance of rule, common values and attitudes, tolerance and solidarity, and
a sense of community are called social capital that helps society function. In
contrast, factors such as individual knowledge, health, and skills are called human
capital that increases productivity, Citizenship education can be viewed simply as
the accumulation of human capital and social capital.,

Citizenship education contributes to social cohesion. In the 1960s, as the
black—and—white conflict became serious in American society and the importance
of human rights was highlighted, multicultural education emphasizing diversity
and equality was implemented, Professor James Banks of the United States,
known as the forerunner of multicultural education, defines multicultural

education as improving the curriculum and educational system so that gender,
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race, ethnicity, and social class can experience equal educational opportunities
(Banks, 2008).

Multicultural education in Korea, which started in the 1990s, means educating
minorities so that they can adapt to mainstream culture or society. Some scholars
are arguing that it should be changed to fostering the majority of the people the
capacity to understand and accept diverse cultures, Education for immigrants in
Korea is called social integration education,

As the number of immigrants, including labor migrants and marriage migrants,
is increasing in Korea, the importance of citizenship education that recognizes
differences in race, religion and culture is also increasing, As a result of
citizenship education, the perception of differences among citizens is changing,
Along with education, there were also events that changed citizens' perceptions
of people in different circumstances.

In 2006, Hines Ward, who was selected as the MVP of the American Professional
Football League (NFL), was warmly welcomed by Koreans, when he visited Korea
with his Korean mother, His mother could not live in Korea because she was
married to a black man and had to go to America, Visiting of Hines Ward served
as an opportunity to reflect on the immature citizenship of Koreans. The Yemeni
refugee crisis on Jeju Island in 2018 also served as an opportunity to change global
citizenship as a member of the international community, Through citizenship
education and these experiences, Korean people's perception of difference is

changing,

V. Multicultural Education and Korea

Multicultural education began in the 2000s in Korea, so it hasn't been that long.
In 2006, the Ministry of Education identified the current status of education for
children of international married families and foreign workers and established
measures for education for multicultural parents, The biggest change in the
multicultural family education support measures first made in 2006, was to change
the ethnic background of the Korean people from a single ethnic group to a

multi—ethnic group by deleting the monolithic content on traditionally Korean
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ethnic group, As a result, it can be said that the content of education has changed
from monoculturalism to multiculturalism (Ministry of Education, 2007).
Accordingly, National Center for Multi—Culture Education was established to
conduct policies and research related to multicultural education. In order to
guarantee the right to education for children specified in the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child, which Korea ratified in 1991, the national system was
changed so that even the children born in their country of origin or foreign
countries could receive education only with proof of residence in Korea, Through
this process, the focus of multicultural education has also been changed from
improving the adaptability of immigrants to improving the multicultural
acceptance of the Korean people, In addition, as Banks argued, Korea also
promoted education to strengthen the capacity of multicultural students, By
establishing a policy to advance education for multicultural students (Ministry of
Education and Science Technology, 2012), practical educational opportunities for
students from multicultural families were promoted., Since students from
multicultural families are less capable of language and adaptation to school
education than their children from Korean families, so—called bilingual education
using the native language of immigrant families, as well as preliminary schools
were implemented before entering the school's regular curriculum,
Multicultural education in Korea has developed to the extent that there is no
difference from foreign countries, at least externally, Rather than applying the
same curriculum to students from multicultural families as students from Korean
families, it has reached the extent of supporting bilingual education preparatory
school programs by acknowledging the difference in starting point, This can be
said to have reached the level of providing equal educational opportunities, as

Banks said.

VI. Conclusion:

Toward Global Citizenship Education

Multicultural education has a property of distinguishing the majority from the

minority at the moment of having the term multicultural education, For example,
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when black—and—white TVs and color TVs coexist, there is a need to distinguish
them, but if one type is overwhelmingly large, only the other type needs modifiers,
In a situation where most TVs are color TVs, only black—and—white TVs that are
rarely found will be given modifiers, and the rest will just be TVs. If the modifier
multicultural citizenship education is added, not just citizenship education, it
strongly means that multicultural citizenship education is education for minorities,

Citizenship education should include global citizenship., The terms global
citizenship and world citizenship are used interchangeably. Derek Heater of the
United Kingdom prefers the term world citizenship rather than global citizenship
(Heater, 2004), but the international community, including UNESCO, prefers the
term global citizenship, If citizenship education traditionally emphasizes becoming
a citizen of the country and reduces hostility and conflict with others within the
country, global citizenship education emphasizes the need for a sense of
community that tolerates differences across times and countries., To solve the
problems of war, ecosystem destruction, population migration, multinational
corporations, climate change, and the gap between the rich and the poor, global
citizenship education should be emphasized, Audrey Osler, director of the Centre
for Citizenship and Human Rights Education, the University of Leeds, affirms that
"Education for living together in an interdependent world is not an optional extra,
but an essential foundation" (Osler & Starkey, 2010).

The most important virtues in global citizenship education are equality and
tolerance. Virtue such as equality is a value emphasized to resolve political and
economic inequality domestically, but it is a necessary virtue to resolve conflicts
between developed and developing countries, In particular, tolerance directly
reduces conflict by acknowledging differences, The most important principle for
cultivating the virtues of equality and tolerance is to ‘Put Yourself Someone Else's
Shoes (HttE ).

Multicultural education should weaken the color of nationalism and move toward
global citizenship education that emphasizes universal values or virtues in the
global society such as human rights, peace, equality, and tolerance, This is
because the term multicultural education itself has a strong meaning of
distinguishing the majority from the minority. This is because prejudice and

conflict are inevitably likely to occur based on differences when groups begin to
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be classified in any form, such as nationality, religion, race, gender, etc., At least
if you aim for a global society, teaching universal values or virtues that are
common in any society will be the core of citizenship education, Universal value
education will prevent the gap between the rich and the poor, race, and religious
disputes, and contribute to solving global problems such as climate change,
Professor Cho Dae—hoon of Sungshin Women's University also emphasizes global
citizenship education as an alternative to traditional civic education,

We believe that our multicultural education should move towards global
citizenship education that emphasizes universal values or virtue education of a
global society, such as human rights, peace, equality and tolerance, while
weakening the color of nationalism, The term multicultural education itself
distinguishes the majority from the minority, Because the meaning of building is
strong. This is because when groups begin to be differentiated in any form, such
as nationality, religion, race, and gender, it is inevitably easy for prejudice and
conflict to occur based on differences, This is because teaching universal values
or virtues that can be used in any society at least if we aim for a global society
will be the core of civic education, Universal value education will prevent the gap
between rich and poor, racial and religious conflicts between individuals and
nations, and contribute to solving global problems such as climate change,
Dae—hoon Jho in Sungshin Women's University also emphasizes global citizenship
education as an alternative to traditional citizenship education (Asia—Pacific
Centre of Education for International Understanding, 2020; Jho, 2015).

As a country or society is composed of multi—ethnic or multi—ethnic groups,
multicultural education was emphasized, and international understanding
education was emphasized when conflicts between countries and regions occurred,
International understanding education emphasizes the interdependence between
developed and developing countries in the process of economic development,
However, today, global citizenship education is becoming more important to solve
not only environmental problems such as climate change and resource depletion,
but also refugee problems caused by regional conflicts and wars, Since climate
change, the COVID—19 pandemic, and the war in Ukraine are not local but global
issues, traditional citizenship education or simple multicultural education based

on the integration of a society or country is not enough,
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In conclusion, it is suggested that our citizenship education go beyond
multicultural education and international understanding education to global
citizenship education. If global citizenship education is implemented, conflicts and
wars will be prevented, peace and prosperity will be enjoyed, and individuals will

be able to pursue happiness,
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Abstract

Korea has been demographically transformed into a multicultural society for
recent decades. Accordingly, Korean government has prepared the societal
transformation through law and policy. However, these laws and policies need to
be reviewed in terms of multicultural counseling, which was recognized as one of
the most necessary policies by immigrants. In this sense, this research intends to
focus on multicultural youth’s mental health while tracking and comparing the
change of main national multicultual policies like Multicultual Family Policy,
Multicultural Education Policy, and Youth Policy. This study’s results are as
follows: first, Korean national policies have chronologically developed from the
perspective of youths in crisis with maladjustment and marginalization to the
perspective of youths as talented person with human right and social contribution.
Second, Korean national youth policies have reflect each policy’s unique
perspective of youth.

Therefore, this research can help expand the depth and width of discussion for
the next S5-years policy plans (2023-2028) by measuring the past and current
Korean policies in terms of youth's mental health.

Keywords: Multicultual Family Policy, Multicultural Education Policy, Youth Policy,
Multicultural Youth, Mental Health
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I. Introduction

Korean government’s preparation for transformation as a multicultural country
has been done within recently two decades, The first multicultural education policy
began in 2006, and then the first foreigner policy and the first multicultural family
policy followed up in 2008 and 2010 respectively., The demographical rate of
foreigners against total population in 2022 in Korea was almost 4.4%. And the
rate of students with migration backgrounds in public schools reached to 3.19%
in 2022, However, this statistical data does not certainly present the quality of
Korean society s mature degree to accept foreigners as a member of society or the
quality of their life in Korea, Korea society has just now been experiencing the
transition from the first generation of multicultural family to the second
generation, In this sense, every sphere of life and every developmental stage of
life on multicultural members in Korea is necessary to be seriously re—considered
in academic and governmental circle, This study's focus is on health area,
specifically mental health of immigrant youths in Korea, Migration and its entire
process can be a critical point for an immigrant’s quality of life and health (Lee
& Oh, 2018). Especially, mental health which treats emotional area is also an
essential factor in the health of everyone including immigrants as well as
residents, Recently, many academic papers and governmental documents have
recognized more comprehensive approach to immigrant as a human beyond the
previous interest in a dimension of immigrant’s adaptation, Therefore, this paper’s
research interest in mental health of multicultural youths is significant in the
sense that national policies” consideration of their mental health is a measure of
the maturity of Korea as a multicultural society. This study’s research questions
are as follows: @ How have Korean national policies been developed in terms of
multicultural youth’s mental health? @ And therefore what should be the direction

of next 5—years policy plan to promote multicultural youth's mental health?

I . Research Methods

This study adopted literature research method, since it is appropriate to present
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a series of policy trend in terms of a specific theme like mental health, Thus, this
study attempted to explore all of official documents from three governmental
ministries which have made national policies on multicultural youths in Korea,

Therefore, this study collected 23 national policy documents as following Table 1:

(Table 1) National Policy Documents on Multicultural Youth's Mental Health

. . Policy Release
Ministry Policy Period Year
The 4th Youth Policy Plan 2008-2012 2008
Joint Ministries The 5th Youth Policy Plan 2013-2017 2013
The 6th Youth Policy Plan 2018-2022 2018
Prime Minister s Office, [The Multicultural Family Support Policy 9010-9012 92010
& Joint Ministries Plan
Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family, & [The 2nd Multicultural Family Policy Plan| 2013—-2017 2012
Joint Ministries
Ministry of Gender y o 4 Multicultural Family Policy Plan| 2018-2022 2018

Equality and Family

Educational Support Countermeasure for
ini i 2 2
Ministry of Education & Children from Multicultural Families 006 006

Human Resources - -
Educational Support Plan for Children

Devel t
eveiopmen from Multicultural Families 2007 2007
2008 2008
Educational Support Plan for Students 2009 2009
Ministry of Education from Multicultural Families 2010 2010
and Science Technology 2011 2011
Educational Advancement Plan for
Students from Multicultural Families 2012 2012
Educational Support Plan for
Multicultural Students 2013 2013
Multicultural Education Revitalization 92014 2014
Plan
Educational Support Plan for

201 201
Multicultural Students 015 015
Ministry of Education 2016 2016
2017 2017
2018 2018
Support Plan for Multicultural Education 2019 2019
2020 2020
2021 2021
2022 2022
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As the above Table 1 is seen, this study extracted mentions about mental health
issues from those 23 document. Finally, this study analyzed the policy development

on mental health in chronological order and in comparison with three policies.

II. Development of Korean National Policies on

Youth Mental Health

Main national policies on youths with migration backgrounds are Youth policy,
Multicultural Family Policy, and Multicultural Education Policy, As this study
recognizes the importance of mental health in overall development of three
policies, this study analyzes the accounts related to the focus from three national

policies’ yearly or regularly plans.

1. Youth Policy on Multicultural Youth’s Mental Health

Youth Policy Plan (YPP) has been developed jointly by several governmental
ministries such as the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Tourism, Government Youth Commission, Ministry of Health and Welfare, and
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family since 1983, This policy has covered overall
policies on youth, including immigrant youth and North Korean defector youth,
This policy has been announced every 5 years, consisting of the current status
of youth with immigrant backgrounds, policy direction, goals, and main tasks.
However, the mention on youths with multicultural backgrounds has begun from
the 4th Youth Policy Plan since 2008, This policy’s focus on multicultural youth’s
mental health support has been developed as following Table 2:

(Table 2) YPP's Development on Multicultural Youth’s Mental Health

Period

4th YPP (2008—2012)

5th YPP (2013-2017)

6th YPP (2018—2022)

Current
Status

— First appearance of
multicultural youth
(including North Korean
defector youths) in crisis

— Necessity of customized
service

Accelerating multicultural
socialization in Korea and
marginalization of
multicultural youth

Diversification of family
structure and forms,
including multicultural
family
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Period

4th YPP (2008—-2012)

5th YPP (2013-2017)

6th YPP (2018-2022)

Reinforcement of support

for self—reliance of youth

in multicultural families

— Emotional support by
visiting instructors

— Development of career

Reinforcement of social
adaptation through
customized support for
youths from migration
backgrounds

— Professional counseling

Youth participation in
society and rights promotion
— Career education support
— Identity recovery, career
guidance, social
development, and

service support self—reinforcement

— Development of

exploration programs

Main Policy
Tasks specialized counseling
programs and training of
counselors

— Community Integration
Support System
(CYS—NET)

— Barracks environment
for youths

As the above Table 2 is seen, Youth Policy Plan has focused on youth’s mental
health, according to three 5—year plans since 2008, First, the 4th YPP (2008—2012)
was the starting point of discussion on multicultural youths, This phenomenon was
consistent with the appearance of serious discussion on multiculturalism in Korea,
The 4th YPP firstly recognized a necessity of customized support. Specifically, this
plan considered emotional support by dispatching visiting instructors to children
of multicultural families and development of career exploration programs through
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family,

Second, the 5th YPP (2013—2017) paid more attention to marginalized youths
from multicultural families. For this purpose, this plan considered reinforcement
of professional counseling service support for multicultural children and
adolescents through the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, development of
specialized counseling programs for those youths and training of counselors,
improvement of access to counseling services through the Community Integration
Support System (CYS—NET), and creation of a military environment for those
youths reaching the enlistment age through Ministry of National Defense,

Third, the 6th YPP (2018—2022) has taken more interests in social participation
and human right of multicultural youths as members of society. In this sense, this
policy has considered reinforcement of career education support system, and

provision customized programs for multicultural youth for identity recovery,
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career guidance, social development, and self—reinforcement through the Ministry

of Gender Equality and Family.

2. Multicultural Family Policy on Multicultural Youth’'s Mental
Health

Multicultural Family Support Policy Plan (MFSPP) has been developed mainly
by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, The first MFSPP has begun in
2010, reflecting demographical transformation to multicultural society in Korea,
The MESPP has mainly covered married immigrant women and their children, This
policy has been announced every 5 years, consisting of the current status of family
with immigrant backgrounds, policy direction, goals, and main tasks. This policy’s

focus on multicultural youth’s mental health support has been developed as

following Table 3:

(Table 3) MFSPP’s Development on Multicultural Youth’s Mental Health

Period

1st MFSPP (2010-2012)

2nd MFSPP (2013-2017)

3rd MFSPP (2018-2022)

Current
Status

Rapid increase of children
from multicultural families

Necessity to form a family
relationship and provide
academic support for
immigrant youths

Change from a policy
centered on early
adaptation to a policy for
long—term settlement

Policy
direction &
goals

Environment for healthy

growth of children from

multicultural families

— Expansion of
infrastructure to
support maladjusted
children in school

Supporting the growth and

development of children of

multicultural families

— Universal services

— Support for
improvement of Korean
language skills,
provision of school
information, and
adaptation

Supporting the stable

growth and strengthening

capabilities

— Career preparation and
social advancement
support

— Customized support for
immigrant youths

Main Policy
Tasks

Regional base to support

multicultural children for

their settlement in the

local community and

school

— Comprehensive support
through youth

— Support for early
adaptation to school life

— Reconstruction of the
CYS—Net

Reinforcement of

counseling support for

adolescent children and

parents

— Professional counselors
training

— Utilization of the
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Period 1st MFSPP (2010-2012) | 2nd MFSPP (2013-2017) | 3rd MFSPP (2018—2022)

counseling, mentoring CYS—Net
for learning, counseling — Expansion of Rainbow
hotline, identity School

program, and
customized case
management

As the above Table 3 is seen, Multicultural Family Suppot Policy Plan has
focused on youth’s mental health, according to three 5—year plans since 2010.
First, the 1st MFSPP (2010—2012) had begun in creating environment and
infrastructure to support maladjusted children in school, Specifically, this policy
considered expanding the regional base center to support multicultural children
settlement in the local community and school life, And it also considered
responsibility for comprehensive support for multicultural youth like youth
counseling, mentoring for learning support, counseling hotline, home country
identity program, and customized case management,

Second, the 2nd MFSPP (2013—2017) paid more attention to immigrant youths,
who was not born in Korea and have entered from abroad during the adolescence
period (FE= A4 in Korean), Therefore, the policy considered supporting the
acculturation and growth of those youths through overall services rather than
special services, Korean language education and school information for school
adaptation, The policy also considered supporting for early adaptation to school
life, and restructuring of the CYS—Net as a social safety net for youth in the local
community, to include counseling and social welfare for youth with migration
backgrounds,

Third, the 3rd MFSPP (2018—2022) has taken active interests in multicultural
youth’s stable growth and capability strengthening, for those youth’s long—term
settlement in Korea, In this sense, the policy has prepared career exploration and
social advancement support, Specifically, the policy considered training
professional school counselors with knowledge of the characteristics of
multicultural students, utilizing the CYS—Net to provide customized service for
multicultural youths in crisis, and expanding the Rainbow School to help early

adaptation of immigrant youths,
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3. Multicultural Education Policy on Multicultural Youth's
Mental Health
Multicultural Education Support Plan (MESP) has been developed by the
Ministry of Education since 2006, The MESP has covered public education for the
12—grade students from elementary school to high school, The MESP has been
announced every year, consisting of the current status of students with immigrant
backgrounds and policy direction, vision and main tasks, and detailed plans, This
policy’s focus on multicultural youth's mental health support has been developed
as following Table 4:
(Table 4) MESP’s Development on Multicultural Youth's Mental Health
Period 1st 7—Years MESP 2nd 5—Years MESP 3rd 5—Years MESP
(2006—2012) (2013-2017) (2018—2022)
O 2006 MESP: Concerns |[O 2013 MESP: Difference |[O 2018 MESP: customized
about maladjusted of emotional status by support by
students types of multicultural developmental stages
O 2008 MESP: Customized| students from infancy to childhood
educational support for |O 2014—16 MESPs: Not any| and adolescence
positive identity mention — Pilot project
formation through O 2017 MESP: First — Utilization of official
international college appearance of mental manual
student mentoring health support as main [— Multicultural education
Main O 2009 MEP: Training for| policy tasks best practice contest
Policy professional counselors |— Designation and O 2019 MESP: Not any
Tasks and interpreters operation of WEE center| mention
O 2010 MESP: Training for| as multicultural O 2020—22 MESPs:
professionals through counseling base, Strengthening the
WEE counseling center, |— Empowerment of emotional support
Support through counseling support system
mentoring and vacation personnel — multilingual emotion test
camp — Collaboration with local |— School and community
O 2011 MESP: multicultural institutions| connection
After—school program — Prevention of school
violence
As the above Table 4 is seen, Multicultural Education Support Policy was divided
with three periods for the analysis’'s convenience in this study, as the two
aforementioned national policies like Youth Policy and Multicultural Family Policy
38 The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies
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have been announced with three 5—year plans. First, the 1st 7—Years MESP
(2006—2012) has begun with little and partial recognition of multicultural youth’s
mental health, The 2006 MESP firstly recognized emotional difficulty of
maladjusted students with migration backgrounds like North Korean defector
students, but there was not systemic support. This tendency of partial recognition
of multicultural youth’s mental health without support system had continued until
2016,

Second, the 2nd 5—Years MESP (2013—2017) recognized multicultural youth’s
mental health as main policy tasks since 2017, The difference of emotional status
by types of multicultural students has been seriously elaborated in the 2013 MESP,
However, no mention on mental health had existed for three years from 2014
MESP to 2016 MESP, In this sense, the 2017 MESP was the turning point in
Multicultural Education Policy in terms of youth's mental health,

Third, the 3rd 5—Years MESP (2018—2022) has tried to deepen mental health
support for multicultural youths, The 2018 MESP tried to customize support by
developmental stages from infancy to childhood and adolescence through pilot
project and official manual (National Institute for Lifelong Education, 2017), and
conducted multicultural education best practice contest, And the 2020, 2021, 2022
MESPs have tried to strengthen the emotional support system through
multi—lingual emotion test with 10 languages version, school and community

connection, and school violence prevention,

IV. Conclusion

This study can summarize three national policies’ development in terms of
multicultural youth’s mental health as follows:

First, Korean national policies have chronologically developed from the
perspective of youths in crisis with maladjustment and marginalization to the
perspective of youths as talented person with human right and social contribution,
Early Korean national policies have overally reflected assimilative perspective in
which immigrants have to adapt Korean culture alone without reflecting their own

cultural heritage. However, Korean national policies gradually seem to reflect
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integrative perspective in which immigrants can adapt Korean culture along with
their own cultural heritage,

Second, Korean national youth policies have reflected each governmantal
ministry’s unique perspective of youth, The Youth Policy has currently reflected
an ideology of multicultural youth with human rights and participation as a
significant member of society. The Multicultural Family Policy has currently
recognized multicultural youth as a long—term settler and human resource with
capabilities, And the Multicultural Education Policy has been recently aware of
multicultural youth as a human with emotion who cannot be approached with
educational approach alone, but can be effectively helped by emotional support
like counseling, However, three national policies have been commonly interested
in providing customized support for multicultural youths and systemic
infrastructure with local community's counseling resource beyond school,

In the light of current national policies’ development, next policy like the 7th
Youth Policy Plan, the 4th Multicultural Family Policy Plan can be developed as
follows:

First, it is necessary to develop national policies for the next stage in terms
of holistic and lifelong development for youth from multicultural background as
a human being, Policies over the past decade have focused on and tried to respond
to the special issues of youth from multicultural background that emerged at that
time for each policy and in each policy. For example, as the policy focus of youth
from multicultural background was mainly on early adaptation to Korean society
or school adaptation, interest in other aspects, such as mental health, has only
recently emerged from policy makers, These youths will grow up to become adults,
and while living in Korea throughout their entire lives, they may have difficulties
with work, childcare, and preparation for retirement. In that respect, policies for
them as youths should lead to policies for them as adults in terms of holistic and
lifelong development,

Second, policies for the mental health of youth from multicultural background
need to be further developed and implemented in detail, Multicultural youth are
more exposed to stress than non—multicultural youth in Korea (Oh, 2018; Song,
2020; Kim, 2021). Mental health needs to be regarded importantly for the growth
of youth from multicultural background, as it is a key element of health (World
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Health Organization, 2006). However, policies for their mental health have been
launched relatively recently, and it is not easy for them to have sufficient access
to specific information and support personnel in schools or local communities,
Therefore, interdisciplinary research, policy development, and specific support
need to go together,

This study tried to analyze and spotlight contents from national policy
documents, focusing on a specific theme like multicultural youth’s mental health,
although those documents were not totally psychological reports. Thus, those
documents’ original intent may not be fully captured by this study’s researcher
with specific research intent, Nonetheless, this study is meaningful in providing
a serious attempt to facilitate national policy development with interest in
multicultural youth’'s mental health and promote psychological research direction
about the important theme,

For the next further study, this study suggests the research which qualitatively
or quantitatively deals with cases on multicultual youths who experienced support
or care from mental health policy in the unit of school or local community. Their

experience and needs should be reflected for the better policies and support,

The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies

41



4

42

JOURNAL OF MULTICULTURE AND EDUCATION (Vol.8, No.1)

I References

Government Youth Commission, (2008). 2008-2012 The 4th youth policy plan.
Sejong, Korea,

Joint Ministries. (2008). The 4th youth policy plan. Sejong, Korea,

Joint Ministries, (2013). 7he 5th youth policy plan. Sejong, Korea,

Joint Ministries. (2018). The 6th youth policy plan. Sejong, Korea,

Kim, M, J. (2021). A case study on solution—focused individual counseling for
improving self—esteem of multi—cultural family adolescent. Master's Thesis,
Korea National University of Education,

Lee, B. R., & Oh, Y. S. (2018). A study on mental health laws of immigrants in
Korea, Asia—pacific Journal of Multimedia Services Convergent with Art,
Humanities, and Sociology, &12), 753—760.

Ministry of Education & Human Resources Development. (2008). 2006 educational
support countermeasure for children from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea,

Ministry of Education & Human Resources Development. (2007). 2007 educational
support plan for children from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea.,

Ministry of Education and Science Technology. (2008). 2008 educational support plan
for students from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea.,

Ministry of Education and Science Technology. (2009). 2009 educational support plan
for students from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea,

Ministry of Education and Science Technology. (2010). 2010 educational support plan
for students from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea.,

Ministry of Education and Science Technology. (2011), 2011 educational support plan
for students from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea,

Ministry of Education and Science Technology. (2012). 2012 educational advancement
plan for students from multicultural families, Seoul, Korea,

Ministry of Education, (2013). 2013 educational support plan for multicultural
students. Press Release, Seoul, Korea,

Ministry of Education, (2014). 2014 multicultural education revitalization plan, Press
Release, Sejong, Korea,

Ministry of Education, (2015). 2015 educational support plan for multicultural
students, Press Release, Sejong, Korea,

Ministry of Education. (2016). 2016 educational support plan for multicultural
students, Press Release, Sejong, Korea,

Ministry of Education. (2017). 2017 support plan for multicultural education. Press

Release, Sejong, Korea,

The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies



A Study on Korean National Policies on Youth with Multicultural Background in Terms of
Mental Health

Ministry of Education, (2018). 2018 support plan for multicultural education, Sejong,
Korea,

Ministry of Education. (2019). 2019 support plan for multicultural education, Sejong,
Korea,

Ministry of Education. (2020). 2020 support plan for multicultural education, Sejong,
Korea,

Ministry of Education, (2021). 2021 support plan for multicultural education, Sejong,
Korea,

Ministry of Education. (2022). 2022 support plan for multicultural education, Sejong,
Korea,

Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, & Joint Ministries, (2012). 7he 2Znd
multicultural family policy plan. Sejong, Korea,

Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, (2018). 7he Srd multicultural family policy
plan, Sejong, Korea,

National Institute for Lifelong Education. (2017). A study on the status of
professional counseling for multicultural students and case analysis, Seoul,
Korea,

Oh, Y. (2018). Analysis of suicide research on multicultural youth in Korea,
Asia—pacific Journal of Multimedia Services Convergent with Art, Humanities
and Sociology, &5), 269-2717.

Prime Minister's Office, & Joint Ministries, (2010). 7he multicultural family support
policy plan (2010—2012). Sejong, Korea.

Song, J. Y. (2020). The effects of health behaviors and cognitive stress on suicidal
thoughts in multicultural and non—multicultural adolescents. Focusing on
mediating effect of depressive symptom, Master's Thesis, Yonsei University.

World Health Organization, (2008). Constitution of the World Health Organization—
Basic documents, Forty—fifth edition, Supplement,

Received 23 March 2023 / Received version received 10 April 2023 / Accepted 18 April 2023

The Convergence Institute for Multicultural Studies

43






https: //doi.org/10.